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Abstract: 
Research on environmental conflicts analyses mainly conflicts between social actors 
such as conflicts about resource distribution and access. These analyses generally 
treat nature as an object of contestations or stressor in human-nature interactions. 
Few authors from different research fields already started to incorporate non-human 
entities in the analysis asking for their active role and effects in environmental 
conflicts. As non-human entities, we understand for example animals, plants, soil, 
rivers, geomorphological formations and things. Incorporating non-humans as agents 
in the analysis enables to show the entanglements of social actors and non-human 
entities, which is key for opening up new understandings of the emergence, 
development and (non-)solution of environmental conflicts. These interrelations can 
have the form of a network, assemblage, interactions or interdependencies. The 
interrelations between society and nature are the research topic of Social Ecology 
and therefore we propose the new term of social-ecological conflicts, whose analysis 
treats social actors and non-human entities in an integrated way in the conflict 
analysis. This may involve integration of multiple ways of researching non-humans, 
ranging from inter- and transdisciplinary approaches combining socio-empirical 
research methods and natural science methods applied to non-human conflict 
parties. We want to take stock of the different approaches to non-humans in 
environmental conflicts to discuss a definition of social-ecological conflicts, the role 
and effect of non-human entities in conflicts and suitable methods for the analysis of 
non-human entities as agents in social-ecological processes. We furthermore seek 
to explore the potential of social-ecological conflict analysis for conflict 
transformation. 
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