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For this panel, we are looking for contributions that aim to make connections between political 

ecology and memory studies. Till date political ecologists have only spent sparse attention to the 

politics of memory related to ecologies and different types of landscapes, with notable exceptions 

(Osterhoudt, 2018, Mathevet et al. 2015, Moore, 1993; Baird and le Billon, 2012), while research in 

environmental history and environmental anthropology have probed the importance of how memories 

of violence become written on the land, and continue to influence politics of belonging and inform 

contemporary political contestations (Ranger, 1999; Katto, 2014; Poole, 2009). Osterhoudt (2018) is 

the first explicitly introducing a "political ecology of memory" approach to history, “Examining how 

memories of extra-local political histories become embodied and articulated through personal stories 

of local ecologies” (2018). As Osterhoudt integrated political ecology and environmental 

anthropology to study the political ecology of memory, we aim to further this line of inquiry by 

integrating methodologies, theories and concepts from memory studies.  

Traditionally memory studies has focused extensively on World War I and II (Nora, 1989; Assmann  

and Czaplicka, 1995), yet with the transcultural debate research on the politics of memory 

increasingly looks beyond the ‘Global north’ (Bond and Rapson 2014), and beyond ‘the nation-state 

as the main agent of memory’ (Erll,2011), recognizing that memory is dynamic, multidirectional and 

is not site-bound (Rothberg, 2010). As such there is an increasing body of literature focussing on the 

politics of memory in post-genocide and post-conflict societies globally (Longman, 2017; Jessee, 

2017, Purdekova, 2017; Coundouriotis, 2006; Otele, 2021; Oyola, 2021). Focusing on what is 

remembered and/or forgotten in these memory processes, and how they shape societies in aftermath 

of violence (Buckley-Zistel, 2009; Rosoux, 2007; Eastmond and Selimovic, 2021). Debates have also 

explored relationships between both official and unofficial means of remembering (Mwambari, 2021); 

and interdisciplinary connections with forced displacement (Creet and Kitzmann, 2011). 

We see ample opportunities to bring political ecology research together with memory studies, by not 

only asking how the politics of memory shape societies in the aftermath of violence, but also how 

they shape socio-environmental relations, struggles and landscapes in conjunction with each other.  

Papers might focus on the following subjects/questions: 

- How are people’s memories of violence attached to certain rivers, forests, mountains and lakes, 

and how does this continues to influence their relationship with these landscapes? 

- How do memories of past forms of violence, continue to inform current contestations around 

the control, ownership and access to nature, and certain landscapes? 

- How do memories of forced displacement for example, continue to informs people’s practices 

and claims on certain landscapes, in, but also, beyond protected areas? 

- How does the political ecology of memory help us to understand contemporary conservation 

conflicts?  

- How are different environmental struggles impacted by memories of a violent past? 

http://www.pollen2022.com/


- How do environmental NGOs and interventions take into account people’s memories of 

violence within the landscapes, they aim to protect, restore or conserve? 

- Critical reflection of the “cultural value approach” to conservation, where conservation NGOs 

ask people to relive their past cultural lives for conservation or tourism in areas where they 

ancestors were displaced. 

  

Paper proposals are due 8 December 2021. We will let you know the result by the 10th of December. 

Final submission to the conference organizers is on 15 December. Please send a 250-300 word 

abstract and title to esther.marijnen@wur.nl, Emmanuel.akampulira@ugent.be and 

david.mwambari@kcl.ac.uk 
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